Cumulative Causation

Concept:  International migration sustains itself in ways that make additional movement progressively more likely over time.

factors affected by migration:

1. distribution of income

2. distribution, concentration of land

3. changes in how agriculture is “done”

4. culture: values & aspirations

-the materially successful migrant/consumerism

-migration as a “normal” process

-rite of passage for young males

-migrant women gain greater power & influence through their contributions to household income

5. regional distribution of human capital

6. social meaning of work, social labeling

7. unrealistic expectations

8. the migration industry

9. migration networks (note, the migration industry and networks are sometimes included in the broader discussion about cumulative causation.  I have mentioned them here in the outline even though we are looking at them separately in the reading questions and notes.)

